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TOPPILANSALMI
Toppilansalmi
Strait in figures
• Surface area covered by
the local detailed plan:
approx. 44 ha (land)
• Total ﬂoor area:
260,000 sqm
• Residential ﬂoor area:
216,000 sqm
• 2,700 apartments /
5,400 residents

Excellent traffic connections

On the execution of the plan

The shore zone of Toppilansalmi Strait will be developed into a high-quality
urban park. Main pedestrian and bicycle routes to the city centre and to
the northern districts of Oulu can be built along the shoreline. Another
pedestrian and bicycle way running transverse to this main route will
open up a new shortcut to the extensive recreational areas of Hietasaari.

The drafting of a local detailed plan for Toppilansalmi Strait began in
2007. Due to the history of use of the area, thorough basic investigations
and surveys were carried out beforehand. The planning process has been
the joint effort of many parties, including all the property owners in the
area, the developers and their consultants.

The beautiful maritime landscape will be taken full advantage of in the
planning of traffic connections. The estuary and the sea also offer many
opportunities for recreation and boating.

The local detailed plan was approved in March 2010. Construction of
streets and utility lines was launched shortly afterwards. Construction
of the first residential buildings is scheduled to begin during the winter
of 2010–2011. The construction work will take place in several phases
depending on the demand for apartments. The area of Toppilansalmi
Strait will be essentially completed in the next 10 years.

Safe and functional pedestrian and bicycle ways will be built to the school
of Terva-Toppila on the north side of Toppilansalmi Strait. A functional
network of streets and pedestrian and bicycle ways connect Toppilansalmi
Strait to the city centre. Oulu city centre is less than three kilometres away!

More information about the area is available at: www.ouka.fi/tekninen/toppilansalmi/
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STRAIT

Comfortable urban living

BY THE SEA

A highly valued
living environment
Toppilansalmi Strait is an area of historical significance that
also has potential for greatness as a living environment.
A breathtaking view to the sea, functional traffic connections,
numerous recreational possibilities and a developing range of
services provide a solid foundation for enjoyable urban living.
Toppilansalmi Strait is set to become an expressive residential area
characterised by apartment buildings and versatile services. It will add to
the current city structure, improving the urban environment and cityscape.
Due to the high-profile visibility of the area, the bar for architectural
excellence has been set high. Clear planning regulations and complementary
guidelines on building will guarantee a successful outcome.

Developing services
A comprehensive range of services is already available near Toppilansalmi
Strait. The availability of local neighbourhood services will also improve
in the years to come. The services are accessible by a network of safe and
functional pedestrian and bicycle ways. Toppilansalmi Strait is going to be
a highly attractive residential area with a distinct personality of its own.
• A new day care centre – and other local
services – will be built next to the Central Park

• A large grocery store and a shop
offering a wide selection of
special goods will be located on
the north side of Satamatie
• Smaller businesses and offices will
be located on the ground level of the
apartment buildings of Satamatie
• Versatile and developing traffic connections
• A new shore zone for recreational use and boating

A pinch of history
Toppilansalmi Strait was the main harbour of Oulu from the early days
of the 18th century, so it has played a large part in the development
of the city. However, due to the new shipping and port regulations,
all commercial harbour activities will be relocated to Oritkari harbour.
This change creates an opportunity to enjoy modern urban living right by
the waterfront. In fact, Toppilansalmi Strait offers a unique combination
of water elements – river, estuary and the Baltic Sea! The shore zone
can now be reserved for the use of the residents of Oulu, which enables
further development of recreational services.

Wherever possible, buildings
with historical significance
will be preserved as details
enriching the residential area.
Some of these buildings will also
be renovated for new purposes.

Diversity and top quality
The buildings lining the streets will present a
clear, uniform facade constructed of similar materials
with a light, muted colour scheme. On the other hand, a
greater variety of materials and colours will be used on the courtyard
side to create contrasts reflecting the area’s past as a harbour district.
Satamatie is the functional backbone of Toppilansalmi Strait. The new
bridge planned to be built at the end of Satamatie will integrate the
residential areas on both sides of the strait into a coherent whole, also
complementing the network of traffic connections necessary for the
effective use of services. The area to the south of Satamatie will become
a residential area characterised by apartment buildings and green belts.
Parking spaces will mainly be built under courtyard decks, which allows
the courtyards to be used for other purposes.
Business and office buildings will be erected in the zone between Satamatie and the Toppila power plant. These buildings will serve as a
buffer zone between the power plant and the residential buildings.

Construction in a nutshell:
By the streets
• Four- and five-storey apartment buildings with
courtyards primarily facing south or west

• Eight-storey towers with a spectacular view to the sea.
The courtyards open to the park

By the shore
• The residential blocks represent the principal face of the area
• The layout of the buildings and the receding number of storeys
towards the strait ensure that most apartments will have
an unobstructed view to the strait, estuary and sea
• An unbroken chain of parks and clearings – also usable for public events
• The tall towers standing by the new bridge will create a proud
landmark together with the harbour buildings to be preserved
• The shoreline will be available for public use

